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predict what requirements might
of people allowed to safely gather
has grown smaller, and mask
requirements have become more
strict. Keeping everyone six feet
apart at a conference such as ours —
where networking and exchanging
information with peers and
exhibitors, attending workshops for
CE hours, and dining together are
key — would be cost prohibitive
to move to an online format. And
while January is two months away,
IOWWA has contracts that must be
voided now to spare additional fees
for last minute cancellations.

What a rollercoaster ride we’ve
had with 2020, from COVID-19 to
the devastating derecho across the
central part of Iowa. I had my own
seat in that rollercoaster since I
started my own side business doing
septic maintenance and Time of
Transfer inspections. Plus, I can’t
forget another little setback: my
hernia surgery in August. So the
best news I’ve had in 2020 came
in an email from Misty Kroeze,
environmental health sanitarian
in Butler County, telling me that I
had won the Environmental Health
Professional of the Year Award from
the Iowa Environmental Health
Continued on page 2 »
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Association. I am so honored that someone thought so much of
me that they nominated me for this special industry recognition in
Iowa. Well, enough about me.
In spite of COVID-19, IOWWA managed to hold two well-attended
trainings this fall for industry professionals. The September event
was at the Habitat site in Waverly (see page 6), where workshop
presenters Brandon Peska and Trevor Dickerson instructed
throughout a sand filter installation. They did a great job of
explaining the install, its merits and when and where you would
not install this type of system. In October, Tom Rankin Jr., Will
Boston and Brandon Peska led a workshop called “Pumps, Alarms
and Control Panels in Conventional and Alternative Applications”
(see page 7). I know that I learned so much from all the presenters.
A big thank you to both those who presented and all who came to
the classes.
I would like to thank all IOWWA members and board members for
giving me the opportunity to serve as your president throughout
2020. It has been an interesting year, to say the least.

Jeff Sherman, IOWWA president, was
honored as Iowa Environmental Health
Association’s Professional of the Year for
2019–2020. Sherman is with the Floyd
County Board of Health in Charles City.
Without an IEHA conference this year,
Sherman missed out on applause from
his peers, and he’ll miss out on you
congratulating him without the January
IOWWA conference!

LATEST CIOWTS CE UPDATE
Due to the cancellation of the 2021 Annual Conference,
the IOWWA Board of Directors has activated a special
circumstance provision for CIOWTS credential holders who
need or want credit hours: 9.0 continuing education hours at a
discounted rate of $100.
This has been done because the majority of our CIOWTS
credential holders use the annual conference to obtain their
CE credit hours. Many do not have convenient access or are
unable to attend online workshops, classes, etc. This year’s
conference was slated for 9 credit hours.
To take advantage of this CE provision, go online to
www.iowwa.com/pages/trainings. Complete “Pandemic —
2021 Conference CE Credit.” Or email shirley@iowwa.com
or info@iowwa.com to request a Pandemic — 2021
Conference CE Credit form emailed or mailed to you.
IOWWA currently plans to again offer CE hours at spring
and summer workshops that will be held outdoors or in a
safe environment.

The extended CE grace period (60 days plus 6 months) that
was in place (due to the pandemic) ended with the IOWWA fall
workshops. The 9.0 CE hours credited for the 2021 IOWWA
conference do not apply to the IDNR Time of Transfer.
IOWWA will accept up to 6 CE hours of online training per
credential cycle and 2 CE hours per CIOWTS credential cycle
for county contractor meetings (even if multiple county
contractor meetings are attended). Email info@iowwa.com
with questions.
IOWWA tracks CE hours received from IOWWA and
DMACC-sponsored events for CIOWTS credential holders.
Credential holder is responsible for submitting non-IOWWA,
DMACC CE hours to IOWWA at info@iowwa.com.

TAKE IN CONFERENCE SESSION SYNOPSES
Go online to find a synopsis of each workshop that speakers
have provided at www.iowwa.com/pages/conference.
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YOUR 2021 IOWWA
MEMBERSHIP
It is time to join/renew your membership for the 2021 calendar/
membership year (January 1 through December 31). Member
dues are paid annually, and a membership renewal form included
in this newsletter (page 5). You also can join/renew online at
www.iowwa.com/pages/membershipapplication or email
info@iowwa.com and request a membership application.

CONVENTION CANCELLATION & YOUR $$$

Because the 2021 IOWWA Annual Conference has
now been cancelled, refunds will be made for all paid
exhibitor fees, sponsorships, and registrations.

FOLKS, CHECK
YOUR EMAIL!

2020 BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT » JEFF SHERMAN
Floyd County Board of Health, Charles City
641-330-7440, jsherman@floydcoia.org
VICE PRESIDENT » BRANDON PESKA
Kinzenbaw Earthmoving, Marengo
319-929-5687, brandon.peska@aol.com
SECRETARY » AMANDA WINTERS
Winters Septic Service, Iowa Falls, 641-373-0804,
amanda.wintersseptic@gmail.com
TREASURER » TREVOR DICKERSON
Ground N Down LLC, Cedar Rapids
319-855-2837, trevdickerson@hotmail.com
PAST PRESIDENT » RICK MIENE
Miene’s Septic Service Inc., Robins
319-393-4142, mieneseptic@mchsi.com

IOWWA relies on email to provide you with association news, invoicing
for the CIOWTS credential and announcements of upcoming events.
It is important to make certain that shirley@avinsandinc.com and
info@iowwa.com are in your safe senders list. As we all know, spam filtering does not always work as it should, so it is suggested that you
occasionally do an email search for “IOWWA.” IOWWA will always appear
first in the subject line so it is a great way to find emails from IOWWA.

PENNY ANDORF
Chickasaw County Environmental Health, New
Hampton, 641-394-4053,
p.andorf@chickasawcoia.org

CIOWTS credential holders, take note: The invoices for CIOWTS
credential holders are emailed approximately two months prior to
the credential expiration date. It is your responsible to make sure the
renewal fee is paid by the expiration date. Invoices are sent to you
as a reminder.

KURT LEICHTY,
Leichty & Son Construction, Inc., Mount Pleasant
319-256-8009, leichty@hotmail.com

DECEMBER WORKSHOP AT CAPACITY

The December 10 and 11 Installation Overview
workshop and CIOWTS test in Arlington are at capacity
and no additional registrations are being accepted.

It is the policy of the Iowa Onsite Waste Water Association (IOWWA) that no
individual be excluded from any association activity based on the grounds of race,
color, national origin, gender, religion, age, or disability.

WILL BOSTON
Wastewater Supply, Riverside
319-560-4504, will@wastewatersupply.com

AMBER MEIXNER
Fairfield Precast Concrete, Fairfield 641-472-3959,
amber@fairfieldprecastconcrete.com
TRAVIS SCOTT
Waterloo Biofilter Inc., Alburnett 319-360-9890,
travis@waterloo-biofilter.com

CONTACT IOWWA » MATT VINSAND
Executive Director, Urbandale
515-225-1051, matt.vinsand@gmail.com or
shirley@avinsandinc.com
www.iowwa.com
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Keep YOUR association viable and growing with your
2021 membership renewal! IOWWA represents YOU
and stays strong because you step up with your financial
support. Please renew your membership or join now for
the health of your industry in Iowa!

2021 Membership form

RENEW OR JOIN ONLINE AT www.iowwa.com/pages/membershipapplication
Company: _________________________________________________ Phone:________________________ Fax:_________________________

Address: ________________________________ City:_________________________ State: ______ Zip:__________ County:________________

2021 IOWWA MEMBERSHIP and FEES
Profession: Mark those that most closely represent your work involvement in the onsite wastewater industry:

 Installer Pumper/Maintenance Manufacturer Regulator Other
MEMBERSHIP: Check one of the below active staff person categories (one active or multiple)



First


One active staff person* $110.00

For any sized firm
with only one active staff

Multiple active staff persons*

*PRIMARY MEMBER - $140.00

Last

ONE ACTIVE: $110.00

Email
Cell Phone

For any sized firm with multiple active staff persons.

MULTIPLE ACTIVE:

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS - $70.00 / EACH

First

1) First

Last

Last

2) First

Last

Email

3) First

Last

Cell Phone

4) First

Last

Use additional sheet if more than four Associate Members

Primary:

$140.00

Associate:
_______@ $70 = $ ______

MEMBERSHIP TOTAL

$___________

*IOWWA Membership includes National Onsite Wastewater Recycling Association (NOWRA) membership and IOWWA scholarship support ($5.00) for one active/ primary member only.

PAYMENT



Check payable to “IOWWA”. Mail to: IOWWA, c/o Matt Vinsand,

16027 Northpark Dr. Urbandale, IA 50323



2021 MEMBERSHIP TOTAL

$______________

TOTAL DUE

$______________

Credit Card payment Visa/MasterCard only. Email to

Shirley@avinsandinc.com or fax: 1-480-802-6643
Credit Card # _______ ________ ________ _______
Exp. Date: ________/ ________ Billing Statement Zip:_____________
Cardholder email: ____________________________________________

Questions? Ph: 515-225-1051 | Email: shirley@avinsandinc.com
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BACK IN BUSINESS: FALL WORKSHOPS
After COVID-19 forced the cancellation of several IOWWA Workshops, two were held this fall.
The September 24 installation of the Infiltrator Water Technologies ECOPOD® system was
postponed because the house was not ready.

SAND FILTER SYSTEM INSTALLATION
The sand filter installation workshop took place on September
25 at the Iowa Heartland Hills Habitat for Humanity in Waverly.
IOWWA has done many hands-on installation workshops there to
help bring abandon homes back to life. Brandon Peska, Kinzenbaw
Earthmoving, and Trevor Dickerson, Ground N Down LLC, provided
instruction and supervision.

A sand filter septic system is a good
solution for waste water treatment
problems in areas with insufficient soil. A
network of small diameter pipes is placed
in a gravel-filled bed on top of the sand.
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PUMPS, ALARMS AND CONTROL PANELS IN
CONVENTIONAL AND ALTERNATIVE APPLICATIONS
In October, Peska again was involved, this time in IOWWA’s October 2 workshop in Riverside Iowa: Pumps, Alarms and Control Panels in Conventional
and Alternative Applications. Also leading the session were Tom Rankin Jr. of
T. G. Rankin Company and Will Boston of Wastewater Supply.

Conventional and alternative
pumps were the topics covered in
this comprehensive workshop that
addressed effluent, sizing, high
water, control panels and alarms.
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Keep your name and products top-of-mind
with system installers, pumpers/maintenance
providers, manufacturers/suppliers and
regulatory personnel throughout Iowa.
Without an opportunity to share your products and services at
the January IOWWA conference in 2021, it’s more important
than ever to put your company name in print in front of the
onsite industry using The Onsite Observer! As an advertiser in
the quarterly publication of IOWWA, you’ll reach 400 to 500
individuals in the spring and summer issues and approximately
800 persons in fall and winter of 2021. Signing up for all four
issues provides you with
special discounts on our
TO RECEIVE AN
already affordable rates!
ADVERTISING
We’re doing all we can
to help you reach your
PROSPECTUS, EMAIL
best customers (and
PAM@SCHOFFNER.COM
potential customers)
for a very reasonable
OR CALL 515-371-0310.
marketing investment.

For pricing call Will Boston • 319-560-4504

ANDORF JOINS
IOWWA BOARD
Penny Andorf, environmental health director
in Chickasaw County, has been elected to
serve the unexpired term of IOWWA Board
of Directors’ member Margaret Jaynes. Penny
will serve through January of 2022. After
serving as an environmental health officer
with the Black Hawk County Health Department since 1997,
Penny was hired in Chickasaw County in the fall of 2019.
She started her environmental health career as a food inspector
and then continued to add experiences with septic system
inspections, wells, swimming pools and tattoo facilities.
She’s been a member of IOWWA and active in the Iowa
Environmental Health Association for five years.

Service is our
Specialty
Iowa manufacturer of precast
concrete septic tanks
•
•
•
•

500 to 2250 gallons – 2 compartment tanks
1500 to 2250 – 3 compartment tanks
Pump tanks
• Well and grease pits
Eco Pure Peat Moss • Premier Coco Filter Tanks,
Advantex-Ready Tanks

Supplier of

• Leach field pipe
• Infiltrator chambers
• Sewage pumps

Jaynes, who served as treasurer, recently resigned her
board position because face-to-face encounters with other
professionals was a health risk to a family member. Margaret
has been with Story County Environmental Health since
1993. She served on the IOWWA Board since 2016 and became
treasurer in 2017. Margaret was very active on IOWWA’s
scholarship committee. Thank you, Margaret, for your
leadership and dedication to the organization.

• Effluent filters
• Distributor boxes
• Risers and more

Swales Precast Inc.
1-800-747-2292
563-933-2228 (fax)
www.swalesprecast.com
aswales@hotmail.com
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AND THE WINNER IS…

DEVEREAUX TO COORDINATE
DMACC WATER ENVIRONMENTAL
TECHNOLOGY (WET) PROGRAM
Effective October 5, Aimee Devereaux, former IOWWA board member,
was named training coordinator at Des Moines Area Community
College’s (DMACC) Water Environmental Technology Training
Program. She’s served as a DMACC instructor for two years and
formerly worked on the Onsite Wastewater Training Center’s onsite
training manual for environmental health specialists. She will be
working to develop, coordinate and administer quality educational
opportunities to continue to grow a professional and competent
workforce for the industry. Currently all workshops are held virtually
for the safety of participants. Classes to become an Iowa DNR
Certified Time of Transfer Inspector begin in December and again in
the spring. The spring schedule can be found at www.wet.dmacc.edu.

“They don’t know it yet,
but the free beer is this way!”
Winning caption submitted by Dani Arkfeld
of Arkfeld Water Services, who won her choice
of a $50 Casey’s gas card or $50 off a 2021
IOWWA workshops registration. Dani is a past
recipient of an IOWWA scholarship.

Aimee began serving as an environmental health specialist with Emmet
County Public Health in Estherville in July of 2010. She previously held
environmental health positions in O’Brien, Pocahontas and Humboldt
Counties in Iowa and in Utica New York. She holds a Masters of
Applied Science at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health,
an AAS degree in agricultural biology and a BS in biology.

NEW CIOWTS
CREDENTIAL
HOLDERS
Congratulations to those who have recently earned the
Certified Installer of Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems
(CIOWTS) designation:
++ Jacob Connolly, Connolly Concrete & Excavating Inc.,
Cascade
++ Scott Flinn, Flinn Construction, Ackworth
++ Brendyn Hawkins, Ankeny
++ Josh Jones, Vanderpool Construction, Indianola
++ Trevor Kirkpatrick, Vision Electric, Bondurant
++ Garrit McKee, Southern Iowa Grading, Moravia
++ Greg McKee, Southern Iowa Grading, Moravia
++ Chuck Pence, Iowa City
++ Matthew Whitters, Hawkeye Excavating, Cedar Rapids

WANT TO WIN?

If you are interested in taking the Certified Installer of

Submit your top caption for this photo by
February 1, 2020 to info@iowwa.com. Keep
your suggestion “printable” for the spring
issue of the Onsite Observer.

Onsite Wastewater Treatment System (CIOWTS)
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credentialing test, please email info@iowwa.com. Tests
will be administered individually on an as needed basis.

MUNICIPAL SUPPLY INC.
1550 NE 51st AVE
DES MOINES, IA 50313-2123

515-262-1300

TF 1-800-747-2025

AK INDUSTRIES AND SNYDER TANKS
SUBMERSIBLE SUMP / EFFLUENT / SEWAGE / GRINDER PUMPS

ADS BIO DIFUSERS

POLYLOK FILTERS

CSI & SJE RHOMBUS PANELS, ALARMS, AND CONTROLS
BILL LAWS: VALVE INSERTION / LINE STOPPING SERVICE / 4"-12" LINE TAPPING
INSIDE SALES: STEVE AND TONY WHITAKER, BEN NELSON, SHAWN ESSEX,
PETE SETTIMI, STEVE ZOOK
SEPTIC SPECIALIST: TROY MARTIN
TMARTIN@MUNSUP.COM
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Experience the Imperial advantage

WE ARE IMPERIAL.
At IMPERIAL INDUSTRIES, we have been going the
extra mile designing and manufacturing specialized
commercial sanitation tanks for more than 38 years constantly evolving to meet the changing needs of
your industry. It is our mission to provide you, our
valued customers, with dependability for the road
ahead.
• Quality
• Durability
• Customer Support
• Truck Dealer Partners
Better eﬃciency means bigger proﬁts...let us
help you get the results you want!

OFFERING A WIDE RANGE OF SEPTIC &
PORTABLE PUMPING EQUIPMENT:
• Septic Trucks
• Portable Restroom Service Units
• Grease Units
• Vacuum Trailers
• Hydraulic Hoist Tanks
• 407/412 DOT Tanks
Tanks available in your choice of metal - steel,
aluminum or stainless steel.
We’ve built over 150,000 tanks and
counting.

Imperial Industries, proudly family-owned and operated in
central Wisconsin for more than 38 years, is the trusted
choice for specialized septic solutions and expert service.

