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How’s your attitude right now? 

As I tried to identify constructive, 

upbeat, smile-producing content 

for my message to you, I felt pretty 

darn challenged. Seems like we’ve 

been dealing with a lot of tough 

situations for our businesses for 

some time. So now I’m trying 

to look at all those difficulties 

from the perspective of them 

actually being a good thing. I 

know it’s quite a monumental 

stretch, but being overwhelmed 

and negative about the situations 

we’ve been facing isn’t getting any 

of us anywhere. Care to try out a 

different point of view with me?

It’s said that you can learn more 

about being successful from a 

businessperson who has been 

there, then failed and made a 

strong comeback than you can 

from someone who has had a 

straight shot to business success. 

Someone who has struggled and 

fought back to the top has built 

resiliency, knows he or she can 

withstand the hard times and 

trusts in his or 

her strengths 

and abilities. 

If you never 

faced a tough 

situation you have never built 

confidence in yourself to get 

through the next one. It would 

be great if things were better, but 

we’re all growing stronger and 

smarter and getting more in touch 

with our capabilities with each 

challenge. I’ll keep working on my 

perspective if you’ll keep working 

on yours. 

I continue to scratch my head, 

hoping to conjure up ideas for 

finding and hiring employees who 

are willing to work. It just hasn’t 

gotten any easier or less stressful. 

If you have successful strategies 

for addressing the worker shortage 

please be in touch, because I sure 

can’t see an end to this situation. 

Same goes for sharing your key 

learnings about supply chain 

shortages. One thing for sure, our 

skills at planning ahead are getting 
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EXPERTISE.
PARTNERSHIP.
EFFICIENCY.

• Plastic Septic Tanks
 o 500 to 1,500 gallons 
• Plastic Pump Tanks
 o 225 to 500 gallons 
•  HDPE Waterline & Brass Fittings 
• Alternative Treatment Systems 
•  Effluent, Grinder and Sewage 

Pumps 

• Drainfield Fabric & Tile
•  Flout Valves and Assembly 

Packages for Siphon Dose
• PVC Pipe & Fittings
 o SCH40, SDR35
•  Effluent Filters, Risers, D-Boxes, and 

More!

For pricing, call Will Boston  
(319) 560-4504 or Office (319) 855-7566

Locally owned and operated
3095 E Hwy 22, Riverside, IA 52327
service@wastewatersupply.com
www.wastewatersupply.com

Proud Supplier of:

a work out! And with more and more contractors 

getting out of the construction business, the workload 

is getting bigger, heavier and more stressful for the 

contractors who are still working and trying to 

efficiently and courteously serve current and potential 

customers. We’re trying to be all things to all people, 

and there’s a higher chance that mistakes will be made. 

We all need to take our time and make sure we are 

doing our jobs safely, so that at the end of the day we 

can all get back to our families. 

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the 

annual inflation rate in the U.S. slowed more than 

expected to 8.5% in July from a more than 40-year 

high of 9.1% in June. (July had been forecast at 8.7%). 

But ongoing price increases continue to be challenging 

for business owners, families and individuals. Some 

prices may be steady or even dropping, but inflation 

continues to move higher for food, shelter, and used 

cars and trucks. There’s some speculation that inflation 

has finally peaked. That would be something to smile 

about. 

After this dry and very hot summer there are 

predictions for an extremely cold winter. We’ve faced 

that before. We know we can make it through another 

winter, but let’s hope we have some wonderful fall 

weather first, as well as a great weather situation for 

IOWWA’s January 11 and 12 conference! You’ll find 

what you need to know right now about the conference 

in this newsletter.

For now, I hope each of you is doing a terrific job of 

keeping your attitude on the bright side of life. 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER,  
CONTINUED
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It is the policy of the Iowa Onsite Waste Water Association (IOWWA) that no 
individual be excluded from any association activity based on the grounds of race, 

color, national origin, gender, religion, age, or disability.

20 2 2  B O A R D  O F  
D I R E C T O R S

PRESIDENT » KURT LEICHTY

Leichty & Son Construction, Inc., Mount Pleasant

319-256-8009,leisonpumping@live.com

 

VICE PRESIDENT » TREVOR DICKERSON

Ground N Down LLC, Cedar Rapids

319-855-2837, trevor@groundndown.com

SECRETARY » AMBER MEIXNER

Fairfield Precast Concrete, Fairfield

641-472-3959, amber@fairfieldprecastconcrete.com

TREASURER » PENNY ANDORF

Chickasaw County Environmental Health,  

New Hampton 

641-394-4053, p.andorf@chickasawcoia.org

PAST PRESIDENT » BRANDON PESKA

Kinzenbaw Earthmoving, Marengo

319-929-5687, brandon.peska@aol.com

WILL BOSTON

Wastewater Supply, Riverside

319-560-4504, will@wastewatersupply.com

RICK MIENE

Miene’s Septic Service Inc., Robins

319-393-4142, mieneseptic@mchsi.com

ZACH PERRIN

Cedar Rapids Winpump, Cedar Rapids

319-362-7012, zdperrin@winsupplyinc.com

BRANDON ROGERS

Rogers Septic & Maintenance Repair, Des Moines

515-282-0777, brandon@rogersseptic.com

JEFF SHERMAN

Floyd County Board of Health, Charles City

641-330-7440, jsherman@floydcoia.org

CONTACT IOWWA » MATT VINSAND 

Executive Director, Urbandale 

515-225-1051, matt.vinsand@gmail.com or 

shirley@avinsandinc.com  

www.iowwa.com

Iowans typically have one of two 
thoughts when they hear the words 
“Aplington-Parkersburg.” One would 
be how the town of Parkersburg ral-
lied after a devastating EF-5 tornado 
of 2008 leveled the community. The 
other would be the murder of the 
beloved and inspirational football 
coach, Ed Thomas, who taught young 
men about hard work, dedication, 
excellence and how to demonstrate 
commitment. Both shaped the life 
that Ed’s son, Aaron, leads and speaks 
about today.

In his presentations, the words of Aaron Thomas — IOWWA’s January 
conference keynoter — impact the lives of individuals, their families and 
their jobs as he challenges his audiences to not just survive but thrive. 
The remarkable story of the Thomas family is one of understanding and 
forgiveness. It’s a demonstration of how to show incredible strength 
during one’s darkest hours. Due to his father’s accomplishments and the 
reaction of the Thomas family to its most tragic moments, Aaron and 
his family were awarded the Arthur Ashe Award for Courage at the 2010 
ESPY Awards. Aaron also received the Missouri Valley Conference 2010 
Most Courageous Award.

Aaron holds a bachelor’s degree in elementary education and a master’s 
degree in educational administration from Drake University, where he 
was a four-year letter winner in basketball. He currently is principal and 
head basketball coach at Aplington-Parkersburg High School, and for-
merly was assistant principal, athletic director and head basketball coach 
at Union High School in Laporte City, IA.

IOWWA CONFERENCE 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER:  
AARON THOMAS

IOWWA ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
The Annual Business Meeting of the Iowa Onsite Waste Water 
Association (IOWWA) will be held at 12:15 pm on January 12, 
2023, at the Hy-Vee Hall | Iowa Events Center | 730 Third Ave., 
Des Moines IA.
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January 11–12, 2023
Hy-Vee Hall, Iowa Events Center,  
730 Third Street, Des Moines, IA
++ Sessions are taking shape on total suspended solids, 
impacted wastewater streams, changes in water usage, 
soil compaction, long term sustainability of commercial 
installations, high-use commercial wastewater systems, 
confined space training and more!

++ Register online at www.iowwa.com/pages/training or 
use form on page 5.

++ Pay your 2023 membership dues with your conference 
registration to qualify for member rates. To check your 
membership status, visit the IOWWA web site at  
www.iowwa.com and use the “member search” on the 
home page. If listed, your membership year expiration will 
be shown. Memberships expire December 31 each year.

++ Book your room: Our primary hotel is the Hilton Des 
Moines Downtown, 433 Park Street. Make your reservation 
online using the hotel link provided at www.iowwa.com/
pages/conference (specific link for IOWWA attendees) or 
use Group Code IOWW1. By phone, call 515-241-1456 
and ask for the Iowa Onsite Waste Water Association room 
block. One king bed or two queen beds, $143.00/night plus 
taxes. Room block drops after December 18th! The Hilton 
is part of the Des Moines Skywalk system and the only 
hotel directly connected to the Iowa Events Center. 

++ Parking: $10 for cars and trucks ($20 for larger trucks and 
duallys with snow blades) north of the Iowa Events Center; 
street parking and city garages available throughout 
downtown (closest garage is 5th and Keo).

++ Event Sponsors: A variety of name-promoting sponsor 
opportunities are available for all companies. See the 
sponsor contract on page 7 for details.

++ Exhibitors: Network with conference attendees in the 
busy exhibit area and showcase your products. See exhibit 
contract on page 6 for details.

++ Earn CE hours: Five CE hours will be available for 
Wednesday, the 11th, and four for Thursday, the 12th. 
These can be used for CIOWTS credential renewal and 
Time of Transfer inspector CE requirements. (Time of 
Transfer hours are ONLY given when indicated on the 
punch card each attendee will receive for use throughout 
the conference.)

++ Cancellation Policy: Written notice of cancellation of 
conference registration must be received 7 days prior to the 
conference to receive a refund, less $50 processing fee. The 
conference will be held in inclement weather.

Preconference Information
January 10 – Certified Installer of Onsite Wastewater 
Treatment Systems (CIOWTS) Credential Test
++ Application: Due by December 15, 2022 (The test 
application can be downloaded at https://www.iowwa.
com/pages/certification or email info@iowwa.com to 
request the CIOWTS test application)

++ Basic Test:75 multiple-choice questions, 2-hour 
completion time, $125 for member; $150 for nonmember 
1 p.m. check-in; 1:15 p.m. instructions; 1:30 p.m. start

January 10: IDPH Plumbing Approved Sessions
++ Safety Discipline: 2 CE hours; 7:30 a.m. check-in; 8–10 
a.m. session (not approved for CIOWTS credential or Iowa 
DNR Time of Transfer)

++ Plumbing and Plumbing Code Discipline:  
6 CE hours; 10:15 a.m. check-in; sessions run 10:30 a.m.  
to 12:30 p.m. and 1 to 5 p.m.; light lunch provided 
(approved for CIOWTS credential, but not for Iowa DNR 
Time of Transfer)

24TH IOWWA ANNUAL CONFERENCE
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

2023 CONFERENCE SPONSORS
Look at the IOWWA supporters who have already stepped up to 
sponsor key needs at the 2023 IOWWA Annual Conference! We 
thank them for their leadership and generosity.
++ Advance Pump & Equipment, Inc: Keynote, Welcome
++ Altorfer Inc.: Internet Access
++ Cedar Rapids Winpump : Refreshment Breaks and Scholarship
++ Municipal Supply | Midwest Pipe Supply: Scholarship
++ Rexco Equipment: President’s Reception
++ Swales Precast, Inc.: Annual Business Lunch
++ Wastewater Supply: Lanyards
++ Waterloo Biofilter Systems: Platinum Plus

EXHIBITORS COMMIT TO IOWWA
Our 2023 conference couldn’t happen without the presence 
of companies committed to the industry being present to 
share information and technology with you. Look at the 
impressive list of companies that are already onboard to be 
exhibitors with IOWWA in January:
++ Advance Pump & Equipment, Inc.
++ Cedar Rapids Winpump
++ Contractor Solutions
++ Des Moines Area Community College
++ Des Moines Winsupply
++ Imperial Industries, Inc.
++ Infiltrator Water Technologies
++ Iowa Step and Tank
++ Mid-Tech Services, Inc.
++ Municipal Supply | Midwest Pipe Supply 
++ Polylok
++ Rexco Equipment
++ TG Technical Services
++ Wastewater Supply
++ Waterloo Biofilter Systems
++ Wieser Concrete
++ Wieser Precast Steps
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Company: _________________________________________________  Phone:________________________  Fax:_ ________________________

Address: ________________________________ City:_________________________  State: ______  Zip:_ _________ County:________________ 

2023 IOWWA MEMBERSHIP and FEES
 Profession: Mark those that most closely represent your work involvement in the onsite wastewater industry: 

  Installer  Pumper/Maintenance  Manufacturer  Regulator  Other

Categories: check one of the below active staff person categories (one active or multiple active)

� �One active staff person* $110.00 
For any sized firm with only one active staff 

First Last ONE ACTIVE: $110.00
Email

Cell Phone

� ��Multiple active staff persons* 
*PRIMARY MEMBER - $140.00

For any sized firm with multiple active staff persons.
MULTIPLE ACTIVE:

Primary: $140.00 

Associate:
_______@ $70 = $ ______ 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS - $70.00 / EACH

First 1) First Last

Last 2) First Last

Email 3) First Last

Cell Phone 4) First Last

Use additional sheet if more than four Associate Members MEMBERSHIP TOTAL $___________

*�IOWWA Membership includes National Onsite Wastewater Recycling Association (NOWRA) membership and 
IOWWA scholarship support ($5.00) for one active/ primary member only. 

2023 CONFERENCE REGISTRATION and FEES

ATTENDEES FIRST AND LAST NAME
Include IDPH Plumbing license # if applicable for Jan. 10

Pre-Conference  
Jan. 10

IDPH plumbing approved 
  Safety Discipline
  �Plumbing / Plumbing Code

Conference

Jan. 11 (5 CE Hours) 

Jan. 12 (4 CE Hours)

Member Non-Mbr Member Non-Mbr

1) $150 $175 $150 $300 $

2) $150 $175 $150 $300 $

3) $150 $175 $150 $300 $

4) $150 $175 $150 $300 $

TOTAL PRE-CONFERENCE AND CONFERENCE DUE $______________

PAYMENT

 �Check payable to “IOWWA”. Mail to: IOWWA, c/o Matt Vinsand, 
16027 Northpark Dr. Urbandale, IA 50323

 �Credit Card payment Visa/MasterCard only. Email to  
Shirley@avinsandinc.com or fax: 1-480-802-6643  

Credit Card # _______ ________ ________ _______  

Exp. Date: ________/ ________ Billing Statement Zip:_____________ 

Cardholder email: ____________________________________________

2023 MEMBERSHIP TOTAL $______________

PRE-CONFERENCE – JAN. 10 $______________

CONFERENCE – JAN. 11 AND 12 $______________

TOTAL DUE $______________

Lodging: Hilton Des Moines Downtown, 435 Park St., Des Moines IA 50309; Ph: 515-241-1456. Rate: $143+taxes. Group Code: IOWW1. 
Room block cut-off 12/18/22. Cancel/Refund Policy: Written notice must be received 7 days prior to the conference. Refund less $50 
processing fee. Questions: Ph: 515-225-1051 | Email: shirley@avinsandinc.com. | The conference will be held even in inclement weather.

 Conference Registration
24TH IOWWA CONFERENCE | JANUARY 11–12, 2023  
HY-VEE HALL | IOWA EVENTS CENTER  
730 THIRD AVE., DES MOINES IA
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Company:___________________________________________________ Work Phone:_______________________________________________

Contact Person:________________________________________________Cell Phone:_______________________________________________

Contact Email:____________________________________________________Website:_______________________________________________

Attendee name and email if  
different from above contact person:_______________________________________ Cell Phone:_____________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________City:______________________________ State:________Zip:________ 
The IOWWA and Iowa Events Center undertakes no duty to exercise care, nor assumes any responsibility, for the protection and safety of the exhibitor, his officials, agents or employees, or the protection of the 

property of the exhibitor or his representatives, or of property used in connection with the exhibit, from theft or damage or destruction by fire, accident or other cause. Small and easily portable articles shall be 

properly secured or removed after exhibition hours and placed in safekeeping by the exhibitor. Any protection exercised by IOWWA or the Iowa Events Center shall be deemed purely gratuitous on its part and 

shall in no way be construed to involve it in liability by the exhibitor. The exhibitor agrees to indemnify and hold IOWWA and the Iowa Events Center harmless from all such claims and from all claims or 

liability of any nature whatsoever arising from the activities of the exhibitor, any of his representatives or from the property of the exhibitor. 

Signature Required (electronic accepted) ______________________________________________________  Date __________________________

EXHIBIT SPACE  

Size Booth Floor # of spaces Fee Total

10' × 10'   $600.00 $

10' × 20'   $900.00 $

20' × 20'   $1,800.00 $

30' × 30'   $2,200.00 $

Specifications:
++ Booth space: 10-ft wide x 10-ft deep booth with 8-ft. 
draped backdrop, 30-in. draped side rails, 1 table, 2 chairs, 
wastebasket. One-line ID sign available at set-up.

++ Floor space: Includes 2 tables, 2 chairs and wastebasket.

 Check Box if you will have a vehicle/large equipment. 

Type/Description:_______________________________________ 	  
1) Less than ¼ tank of fuel (must be less than 5 gallons)  
2) Once in the building, battery must be disconnected  
3) Fuel tank must be locked/sealed to prevent tampering 
4) Vehicle may not be refueled inside the building

BOOTH STAFF
One complimentary registration for contact person
(or attendee as named above)

Additional Booth Staff : $50.00 each. Includes meals and breaks (no 
sessions). 

Additional Booth Staff Names (first and last name):

#______ x $50.00/each................................Total $_________

SCHOLARSHIP (OPTIONAL)

 ���IOWWA, one full scholarship..........................$500.00

A

b

c

D   EXHIBIT/SPONSOR SLIDE SHOW 

Provide two JPG slides. Email to shirley@avinsandinc.com 
by 12/01/2022. PowerPoint format is preferred, but any 
basic imaging format will be accepted. The slide show will 
be in the wide screen 16:9 format and landscape position. 
Exhibitors shall be the copyright holder or hold rights to 
the use of all images, logos, ads, etc. The IOWWA assumes 
no responsibilities in the use of the exhibitor’s information 
presented. By submitting the slides, you approve the use of 
the slides for this presentation. NO videos. 

VENDOR PRODUCT SHOWCASE

 Check box to participate. Vendors will have  
3 minutes during the “Welcome”, Wed., Jan. 11 to showcase 
company/product. You will be required to confirm participa-
tion with a sign-up at the trade show.

PAYMENT  
Payment due with contract. Must be received prior to conference 
trade show date. Invoice emailed on request only. 

Exhibit Options Total

A  Exhibit Space..................................................$___________

B  Booth Staff (_____ x $50/each).......................$___________

C  Scholarship.....................................................$___________

Total.................................................................................$___________

 ����Credit Card payment Visa/MasterCard only.  
Email to shirley@avinsandinc.com or fax to 1-480-802-6643 

Credit Card # _________ __________ __________ _________  

Exp. Date: ________/________  

Billing Statement Zip Code (must be completed):__________ 

Cardholder email:_____________________________________ 

Authorized Signature: _________________________________

 ���Check Payable to “IOWWA”, enclosed check #__________
Mail payment and contract to: IOWWA, c/o Matt Vinsand 
16027 Northpark Drive, Urbandale, IA 50323

Exhibit Contract
24TH IOWWA CONFERENCE | JANUARY 11–12, 2023  
HY-VEE HALL | IOWA EVENTS CENTER  
730 THIRD AVE., DES MOINES IA
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24TH IOWWA CONFERENCE | JANUARY 11–12, 2023  
HY-VEE HALL | IOWA EVENTS CENTER  
730 THIRD AVE., DES MOINES IA

Company:_________________________________________________Contact Person:_______________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________City:______________________________ State:________Zip:________ 

Work Phone:_ ______________________________ Cell: ________________________________  Fax:__________________________________

Email:____________________________________________________________Website:_______________________________________________

NOTE: Exhibit space is not included with sponsorships. To exhibit, complete the IOWWA Exhibit Contract. 

 Sponsor Contract
24TH IOWWA CONFERENCE | JANUARY 11–12, 2023  
HY-VEE HALL | IOWA EVENTS CENTER  
730 THIRD AVE., DES MOINES IA

SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES                                   

 CONFERENCE PROGRAM PRINTING SPONSOR..................................$1,500

 AUDIO-VISUAL SPONSOR ........................................................................$1,300

For either of the above, your company name will be seen throughout the entire 

conference! Company name and logo in the conference program on key pages 

as well as signage with your company logo at the registration desk. IOWWA 

newsletter ad 10% discount. Submit company logo (130 dpi or higher) to 

shirley@avinsandinc.com. Exhibit space not included.

NEW!  � FRESH POPCORN CART....................................................$1,600  

(10 x 10 Exhibit space included)

Your company name will be seen throughout the entire conference! Draw 

attendees to your booth (10’ x 10’ booth included with sponsorship)! The Iowa 

Events Center provides popcorn cart, popcorn, oil, bags and training. Your 

company prepares the popcorn all day on Wednesday at cart placed beside your 

booth. Prominent signage with company logo displayed by the cart. Company 

name and logo in the conference program on key pages as well as signage 

with your company logo at the registration desk. IOWWA newsletter ad 10% 

discount. Submit company logo (130 dpi or higher) to shirley@avinsandinc.com.

Sold out!

�Sponsorships not available for president’s reception, keynote 

speaker, business meeting luncheon, refreshment breaks, 

and internet access.

 PLATINUM PLUS (LIMIT 4).......................................................... $1,500

One (1) hour conference session; Two conference registrations; Company logo 

in program and on sponsor board; 10% off IOWWA newsletter ad discount. 

Submit company logo (130 dpi or higher) to shirley@avinsandinc.com.  

Exhibit space not included.

Attendee name(s):

1)_____________________________________________________________

2)_____________________________________________________________

 GOLD...............................................................................................$850

One conference registration; Company logo in program and on sponsor board; 

10% off IOWWA newsletter ad. Submit company logo (130 ppi or higher) to 

shirley@avinsandinc.com. Exhibit space not included. 

Attendee name: 

1)_____________________________________________________________

 

 SCHOLARSHIP (full scholarship).....................................................$500

Submit company logo for the sponsor board (130 ppi or higher)

CHECK BOXES TO PARTICIPATE AND WE WILL CONTACT YOU:

 AUCTION 	  RAFFLE 

 SPONSOR/EXHIBITOR SLIDE SHOW 

Provide up to two (2) slides. Email to shirley@avinsandinc.com by 12/01/2022. 

PowerPoint format is preferred, but any basic imaging format will be accepted. 

The slide show will be in the wide screen 16:9 format and landscape position. 

Exhibitors shall be the copyright holder or hold rights to the use of all images, 

logos, ads, etc. The IOWWA assumes no responsibilities in the use of the 

exhibitor’s information presented. By submitting the slides, you approve the use 

of the slides for this presentation. NO videos. 

PAYMENT 

A  Sponsorship Total...........................................$___________

B  Scholarship.....................................................$___________

Total.................................................................................$___________

 �CREDIT CARD PAYMENT Visa/MasterCard only.  
Email to shirley@avinsandinc.com or fax to 1-480-802-6643 

Credit Card # _________ __________ __________ _________  

Exp. Date: ________/________  

Billing Statement Zip Code (must be completed):..................  

Cardholder email:................................................................  

Authorized Signature: .........................................................

 �CHECK Payable to “IOWWA”, enclosed check #.Mail payment 
and contract to: IOWWA, c/o Matt Vinsand 
16027 Northpark Drive, Urbandale, IA 50323

EMAIL COMPLETED CONTRACT TO:  
shirley@avinsandinc.com. Payment in full must be received prior  

to 01/01/2023. Invoice emailed on request.

Conference Program Deadline: To be included in the conference 

program, contracts must be received prior to November 25, 2022.

QUESTIONS: Ph. 515-225-1051 | Email: shirley@avinsandinc.com 
Fax 1-480-802-6643 | IOWWA EIN 42-1483264

A B
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ONE IOWWA WORKSHOP  
REMAINS FOR 2022

Installation Overview Course  
and CIOWTS Credentialing Test
December 8–9, 2022
Charles City Public Library, Zastrow Room, 106 
Milwaukee Mall, Charles City, IA 

NOTE: If you have less than one (1) year of onsite 
wastewater installation experience, completion of the 
Installation Overview Course is required before testing. 
Because course and test fees are lower for current IOWWA 
members, consider joining if you are not a member. Joining 
now will provide IOWWA membership for the remainder of 
2022 AND the 2023 IOWWA membership year. Remember, 
paying the membership fee is not the same as the receiving 
the CIOWTS credential. 

Installation Overview: Register online at www.iowwa.
com/pages/trainings or download and complete the course 
registration form. The Installation Overview Course is a 
review of the testing material and is helpful in preparing for 
the CIOWTS test. 

CIOWTS Test Application: The test application must be 
submitted prior November 28, 2022. The test application can 
be downloaded at https://www.iowwa.com/pages/certification 
or email shirley@avinsandinc.com to request a copy. You 
can pay the test fee online (with the course or separately), 
however the CIOWTS test application is not available to 
complete online.

Installation Overview Course
December 8: Continental breakfast 7:30 AM 
Workshop: 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM (lunch included)
December 9: Continental breakfast 7:30 AM 
Workshop: 8:00 AM – Noon (lunch included)
	
Instructors: Dr. Sara Heger, Univ. of MN and Jeff Sherman, 
Floyd County Public Health

The course is a review of the testing material and is helpful 
in preparing for the CIOWTS test. 
	

Cost for Installation Overview Course:  
IOWWA member, $225.00. Non-member, $350.00

CE Hours: 12 CE hours approved for your first two-year 
CIOWTS credential, or as continuing education for Iowa  
DNR Time of Transfer inspectors

Cancellation Policy: A refund will be given if written 
notice is received at least 7 days prior to the event. A $50 
processing fee will be assessed. No refunds for cancellations 
received after the 7-day period.

TEST for CIOWTS Credentialing 
December 9: Test check-in from 12:30–1:00 PM: 
instructions at 1:15 PM; test begins at 1:30 PM – Basic  
(2-hour time limit)

Notes for completing the CIOWTS Test Application:
++ Your CIOWTS test application MUST be submitted to 
IOWWA before Nov. 28, 2022. 

++ If less than one year of experience, completion of the 
Installation Overview Course is required prior to testing. 

++ There is NO on-site submission of the CIOWTS test 
application.

++ Step 3 “Work Experience Verification” is required for the 
Advanced test only

++ Study Guide “Installation of Wastewater Treatment 
Systems” can be purchased in advance of the test. If 
interested, it is available for purchase from ISU:  
https://store.extension.iastate.edu/product/16160 

A confirmation will be sent via email approximately one (1) 
week prior to the test date. The counties in Iowa that require 
the CIOWTS credential use the Basic Level. If you report 
to the test location after the exam start time, admission to 
the exam is not guaranteed and all examination fees will be 
forfeited. If a no-show, no refund is given for the test fee.

QUESTIONS: Contact Matt Vinsand, Executive Director, IOWWA
Phone: (515) 225-1051 (message only) | Fax: 1-480-802-6643 
| Email: shirley@avinsandinc.com
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First/Last:_ _________________________________________  Phone:______________________________________________________________

Email:__________________________________________ Cell Phone:______________________________________________________________

Company:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City:________________________________________________  State:________________________________ Zip:___________________________

 �INSTALLATION OVERVIEW CHECK-IN SCHEDULE Member Fee Non-Member Fee

Thursday, Dec. 8, 2022 7:30 AM 8:00 AM–5:00 PM $225.00 $350.00

Friday, Dec. 9, 2022 7:30 AM 8:00 AM–12 noon

Location: Charles City Public Library, Zastrow Room, 106 Milwaukee Mall, Charles City IA.

Instructor: Dr. Sara Heger, Univ. of MN and Jeff Sherman, Floyd County Public Health

Continuing Education: 12.0 hours. Approved for CIOWTS and Time of Transfer Inspectors

Note: If less than one (1) year of onsite wastewater installation experience, completion of the Installation Overview Course is 
required. Lunch included both days.

 �CIOWTS TEST CHECK-IN SCHEDULE Member Fee Non-Member Fee

Friday, Dec. 9, 2022 12:30 PM
Instructions: 1:15 PM
Test at 1:30 PM

$125.00 $150.00

Location: Charles City Public Library, Zastrow Room, 106 Milwaukee Mall, Charles City IA.

Note: The CIOWTS Test Application MUST be submitted to IOWWA prior to Nov. 28, 2022. The application can be 
downloaded from www.iowwa.com/pages/certification or email info@iowwa.com to request the application. The counties  
in Iowa that require the CIOWTS credential for installations, specify the Basic Level credential. 

To use the IOWWA member fees (if not a current member), join at www.iowwa.com/pages/membershipapplication. 

PAYMENT OPTIONS (IOWWA-EIN# 42-1483264)

 Credit Card payment (Visa/MasterCard only) Email to Shirley@avinsandinc.com or fax: 1-480-802-6643

Card # ___________-___________-___________-___________ 

Exp. Date: (month/year) _____ / _____ 

Billing Statement Zip Code (must include) _____________

Cardholder email: ____________________________________

 Check payable to IOWWA

Mail to IOWWA, c/o Matt Vinsand

16027 Northpark Dr., Urbandale IA 50323

CANCEL/REFUND: Notice must be received at least 14 days prior to event to receive a refund,  
less $25 processing fee.

QUESTIONS? Contact Matt Vinsand, IOWWA Executive Director | Phone: 515-225-1051 | Fax: 1-480-802-6643 
Shirley@avinsandinc.com

INSTALLATION OVERVIEW + CIOWTS REGISTRATION
 Installation Overview: Thursday, Dec. 8 and Friday, Dec. 9, 2022

Certified Installer of Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems (CIOWTS) Exam: Friday, Dec. 9, 2022

	INSTALLATION OVERVIEW	 $___________

	 CIOWTS TEST	 $___________

	 TOTAL DUE	 $___________
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MUNICIPAL SUPPLY INC.

 

ISAACB@MUNSUP.COM
ISAAC BRIGHT
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Congratulations to the latest Iowans now credentialed 

at basic and advanced levels of the Certified Installer of 

Wastewater Treatment Systems.

++

B A S I C
++ Devon Ament, New Vienna
++ Jarrod Austin, Charles City
++ Travis Arnold, Webster City
++ Aaron (Greg) Barnum, Des Moines
++ Chris Behrens, Toledo
++ Daniel Beineke, Waterloo
++ Julius Bryant, Charels City
++ Sam Cordes, Ankeny
++ Zack Deaver, Clive
++ Brian Delagardelle, Jesup
++ Matt DeSchamp, Garwin
++ Jim Dixon, Blakesburg
++ Wyatt Errthum, Dyersville
++ Denny Flowers, Toledo
++ Chris Gardner, Huxley
++ Dylan Gilbert, Marengo
++ Adam Glendy, Toledo
++ Chad Gruenberg, Decorah
++ Jessy Hakizimana, Indianola
++ Daniel Harless, Madrid
++ Shaun Haugerud, Lake Mills
++ John Haynes, Deep River
++ Nick Hermanson, Story City
++ Chris Husak, Marshalltown
++ Matt Husak, Marshalltown
++ Dalton Husmann, Monticello
++ Brett Ingraham, Webster City
++ Ashley Johnson, Ely

++ Steve Kline, Albia
++ Calvin Kosmach, Amana
++ Curt Kupka, Chelsea
++ Dre Kupka, Keystone
++ Josh Lathrop, Atkins
++ Amber Lorenzen, Independence
++ Nicholas McClenathan, Victor
++ Dan Needels, Bondurant
++ Cody Newsome, Nevada
++ Gerald Peters, Atkins
++ Jacob Poppe, Plainfield
++ Cody Ryam, Melrose
++ Garrett Schissel, Sumner
++ Trey Sedanka, Lisbon
++ Neal Slaton, Lowden
++ Gregory Slaughter, Dallas Center
++ Josh Sparks, Perry
++ Scott Steffen, Guernsey
++ Marvin Tanke, Guernsey
++ Kenton Thompson, Fairfax
++ Elizabeth Townsend, Maquoketa
++ Jeff Walls, Oxford
++ Chris Wedgewood, Deep River
++ Gary Welker, Des Moines
++ Travis Wells, Des Moines
++ Thomas White, Des Moines
++ Jake Zika, Dexter

A D V A N C E D
++ Trevor Dickerson, Cedar Rapids

CIOWTS: NEWLY CREDENTIALED



12 THE ONSITE OBSERVER » FA L L  2 0 2 2

WORDS ABOUT WASTE
By Darwin Bengford

I wrote earlier about the beginning of IOWWA. 

Now, I want to provide more information on 

how it has grown into an effective organization.

GROWING WITH AN  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
When the board hired Alice Vinsand Inc. in 2003, we 
not only had someone at our service with conference, 
event planning and association management expertise, 
we had a detail-oriented executive who took care of a 
lot of day-to-day operational chores for members. Alice 
guided us in the right direction, keeping board mem-
bers on task, reminding us of what needed to be done 
and when, and holding our feet to fire in addressing 
our leadership responsibilities. 

I’m not sure how many of you really had an opportu-
nity to know Alice. She had a light-up-the-room smile, 
but behind it was a knowledgeable woman with great 
people management skills. Alice didn’t know how to in-
stall, regulate or service a septic tank, but she knew how 
to manage and be a complement to the folks who did, 
turning board member after board member into people 
who could represent their industry as professionals. 
And she did a great job of passing along that expertise 
to son Matt, our current executive director. I am one of 
many who will miss her, and I invite you to contribute 
in her memory to Every Step Foundation (which oper-
ates EveryStep Kavanagh House Hospice) which served 
her in her final days. The foundation’s address is 3000 
Easton Blvd., Des Moines, IA 50317.

GROWING WITH TRAININGS FOR  
INDUSTRY MEMBERS
In 2003 IOWWA began working with Habitat for 
Humanity to rehabilitate 21 homes with new wastewa-
ter treatment systems at the Heartland Hills Habitat site 
located near Waverly. Through the years the associa-
tion’s educational efforts provided installation, sam-
pling and maintenance workshops there on a diverse 

variety of septic systems. The late Doug Bird, longtime 
Bremer County Public Health Officer and IOWWA 
board member, delighted in establishing a relationship 
that served as a training aid for industry professionals 
as well as a worthy service project for IOWWA. 

Partnering with industry-serving agencies and compa-
nies for the education of members and their employees 
has, through the years, enabled IOWWA to build and 
maintained relationship with the Iowa Department of 
Public Health, Iowa Department of National Resources, 
Iowa Environmental Health Association and DMACC, 
just to name a few.

GROWING WITH CREDENTIALING
In 2008, Bremer County used the Certified Installer 
of Onsite Wastewater Treatment System (CIOWTS) 
credential test owned by the National Environmental 
Health Association (NEHA) to set a standard of prac-
tice and create a baseline of knowledge for installers 
in their county. IOWWA then held and administered 
the test until 2011 when it signed an agreement with 
NEHA to not only administer the CIOWTS credential 
testing, but to handle the renewal process in Iowa. 
IOWWA then published the “Certified Installer Onsite 
Wastewater Treatment Systems - CIOWTS Credentialing 
Handbook.” It outlined the policies for the creden-
tialing program and eased program administration 
for those wanting to take the test in Iowa. In 2017 
NEHA stopped offering the CIOWTS credential test, so 
IOWWA bought the test. Our organization now owns 
and manages the entire credentialing process for the 
state. Some 25 counties now require credentialing for 
local installations of wastewater systems.

Members, that’s the story of IOWWA. Now stay safe 
and healthy, and get ready to be part of a successful 
2023 conference! 
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I
I

Innovative Onsite Products and Solutions Since 1970

eljen.com

To Find out how 
the GSF works for 

Iowa, schedule your 
training today. 

Proper Training 
is the Key 

To Success! 

Email: info@eljen.com 
Call: 800-444-1359

CORPORATION

Through the years IOWWA has had many good board 
members and presidents who have worked to make the 
association one that serves its members and its industry 
effectively. But IOWWA wouldn’t be successful if all mem-
bers didn’t pull together for the good of our industry and 
the environment. Your board represents you, but it needs 
to hear your voice. If there are things that you don’t like, 
or things you feel are important to support, talk with a 
board member—or better yet, get on the board and serve. 
You’ll learn not only how an association works, but leader-
ship skills to use throughout life. Your eyes will be opened; 
I’m betting on it! Participating and sharing your viewpoint 
as part of the board is what will make this association 
stronger and even more viable for years to come. There’s 
no time like NOW, so step up! Place your name in nomi-
nation for the election at the January Annual Conference. 
Please email Shirley@avinsandinc.com with a brief bio and 
include why you would like to serve the organization and 
your industry. Thank you!

4

Service is our
Specialty

Iowa manufacturer of precast
concrete septic tanks

• 500 to 2250 gallons – 2 compartment tanks
• 1500 to 2250 – 3 compartment tanks
• Pump tanks • Well and grease pits
• Eco Pure Peat Moss •

Supplier of
• Leach field pipe
• Infiltrator chambers
• Sewage pumps

Swales Precast Inc.
1-800-747-2292

563-933-2228 (fax)
www.swalesprecast.com

aswales@hotmail.com

• Effluent filters
• Distributor boxes
• Risers and more

Premier Coco Filter Tanks, 
Advantex-Ready Tanks

P.S.  FROM DARWIN ON 

BOARD LEADERSHIP
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AND THE WINNERS IS… 

“KICK TO THE LEFT AND DO-SI-DO 

AROUND THE SHOVEL!” 

The winning submission to IOWWA’s caption 
contest came from Sherry Wilson, Sac County 
Environmental/Zoning. Sherry won her choice of 
a $50 Casey’s gas card or $50 off a 2022 IOWWA 
workshops registration.

CAPTION CONTEST

WANT TO WIN?

Submit your top caption for this photo by 
October 10 to shirley@avinsaindinc.com. Keep 
your suggestion “printable” for the fall issue of 
the Onsite Observer.

JUNE INSTALLATION 
OVERVIEW COURSE
Some 28 industry professionals participated in IOWWA’s Installation 

Overview Course this summer, with registered attendees earning 12 

CE hours. Dr. Sara Heger, University of Minnesota, and Tim Rozendaal, 

Norm Rozendaal Tiling, presented the comprehensive curriculum. 

IOWWA thanks Ziegler CAT in Altoona for providing classroom space 

for the sessions on June 13 and 14.
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